
 
 

The Amwell Society campaigns to protect and promote the area and 
its architectural heritage and to encourage a sense of community. 
The Society serves Pentonville Road, Penton Rise, King's Cross 

Road, Farringdon Road Rosebery Avenue and  
St. John Street and all the streets within the area.   

  The Society is open to all residents. 
For information about becoming a member,  

telephone 020 7837 0988. 
 

Chairman – Elizabeth Thornton  
Secretary – Gerard Sproston 
Treasurer - Jane Wainwright 

Newsletter editor – David Sulkin  
 

July 2007.                                   
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he Percy Arms in Great Percy Street is to be sold.  The pub has 
been closed for some time.  Sometime ago there was a planning 
application to build two houses 

to the rear in Cumberland Gardens but 
this was refused.  The Percy Arms is a 
large end of terrace Grade II listed 
corner building with accommodation 
on three floors arranged, on the 
ground floor as public house with two 
self-contained studio flats and a self-
contained first floor flat with two 
bedrooms above.  There is a substantial cellar.  The guide price is in 
excess of £1m.  We believe there is a London Borough of Islington [LBI] 
commitment to maintain the Percy Arms as a pub or restaurant. 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - : : 

�����
��������������	���
���	�����
��������������	���
���	�����
��������������	���
���	�����
��������������	���
���	� �������
�		���������		���������		���������		��������� ���

 
n the autumn of 1979, a meeting of Myddelton Square residents was held.  
At that time they comprised some leaseholders whose landlords were the 
New River Company - tenants of the New River Company, LBI tenants 

and freeholders. There was also an active New River Tenants’ Association – 
members were LBI tenants – but no organisation looked after the interests of 
leaseholders.  The meeting attracted about twenty people.  In those days, 
many were new to the Square and didn’t know their neighbours. We agreed to 
set up an association to help leaseholders and to hold occasional social events. 
 
The Myddelton Square Leaseholders’ Association held its first meeting early 
in 1980 with a membership of thirty five leaseholders. A constitution was 
written and a committee formed. The membership has remained constant at 
about 35-40 members.  We sought an early meeting with our landlords, the 
New River Company - then part of London Merchant Securities - to establish 
our credentials.  Today London Merchant Securities has become part of 
Derwent London but the need to continue our relationship is just as vital. 
 
Our main purpose was to iron out lease discrepancies. These ranged from 
being consulted on arrangements for common part decoration to security.   
These are still at the forefront of our activities. A newsletter was started 
which continues.  The Association moved into a new sphere when it began to 
help members extend their leases by providing a joint negotiating ground. 
 
The Association holds a well-supported summer annual garden party in 
Myddelton Square. Many MSLA members belong to the Amwell Society; we 
support its activities and we share concerns about the possible demise of our 
local shops. For more information contact Monica Potts at 
monicapotts@dial.pipex.com 
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PS is holding a Summer Fête 
on Thursday 12th July from 
3.15pm to 5.15pm in the 

school hall.  The entrance to the 
school is on Amwell Street.  The 
governors and staff want to welcome 
Amwell Society members at the 
school if they are free on the 12th.  
The Fête will raise money to re-equip 
the school playground.  CPS is a 
happy, progressive school with a 
young staff led by the new dynamic 
headteacher, Mrs. Alison Forbes.  
‘Phone Brenda, school administrator 
020 7837 1824 for more information. 
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he late summer party will be 
held on Saturday 8th 
September between 6.00 and 

8.00 pm in St Helena’s Garden at the 
junction of Lloyd Square & Lloyd 
Baker Street.  If wet we shall hold the 
party in St. Mark’s Church Hall, 
Myddelton Square.  This is a popular 
event where neighbours can get 
together - children are welcome.  We 
provide a glass of wine or a soft drink 
free-of-charge and then ask for a 
donation of £1 per glass thereafter.  
Please bring food to share.   
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e are trying to bring the 
garden up to scratch. 
Building work has caused 

the slowdown in the transformation 
of the side garden.      
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The Amwell Society - Campaigning on behalf of the locality for 35 years 
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he 1955 Ealing comedy The Ladykillers directed by Alexander 
McKendrick and based on a story by William Rose has become a 
classic of British cinema.  It features Alec Guinness as Professor 

Marcus with Herbert Lom, Danny Green, Peter Sellars and Cecil Parker.  
Mrs. Wilberforce - the elderly lady - was played by Katie Johnson. The film 
was set in our area and concerns a group of men masquerading as members of 
a chamber group.  For their rehearsals they play the minuet from Quintet in E 
major by Boccherini on the gramophone while planning a robbery from a 
train arriving at King’s Cross.  They are lodging with the gullible Mrs. 
Wilberforce – and her parrot, General Gordon.  Her cottage is superimposed 
on to the end or Argyle Street but in fact was erected as a set on a viaduct 
north of the station. There are marvelous views of St. Pancras in the film and 
a famous scene where the robbers crowd into a red telephone box.  This part 
of the film was shot from Vernon Rise and it is possible to see the shops on 
the Camden side of King’ Cross Road as illustrated below.  Sadly no shots 
exist of the shops with accommodation above that stood on the site of what is 
now the Islington Travelodge but the end of the terrace can be seen on the 
left.   http://fp.martinunderwood.f9.co.uk/Ladykillers for more views. 
 

King’s Cross Road from Vernon Rise 
 

 
Vernon Square – with railings and cobbles. 

 Perhaps an idea for SOAS [106 Agreement] investment – see the article on page 3. 
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s well as a column for local 
services we have been 
considering an occasional 

Exchange & Mart section.  If you 
have something to sell, swap, barter 
or need something let us know and 
we will feature it in the newsletter.  
Send information to 
david@davidsulkin.co.uk and it will 
be saved up for the next edition.  
Please do not offer electrical goods. 
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A good and loving home is needed 
for a handsome Victorian 
gentleman’s wardrobe.  Made in 
mahogany with a wonderfully fitted 
interior £300 ono. Telephone 020 
7837 3444 to view.   
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A bright one-bedroom apartment with 
pleasant outlook in Percy Circus.  
Timber floors and fully fitted kitchen. 
Available from 1st August 2007 at 
£320 per week. Non-smoker 
preferred. Contact Frank at 
ftomkins@telkomsa.net 
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Painter needed for outside window 
frames.  A careful person with 
experience and high standards 
required.  Ring Geoff on 07983 
636055. 
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he School of Oriental and African Studies [SOAS] – part of the 
University of London - has finally been granted permission to build 
two blocks of student accommodation on their site at Vernon Square.  

One block will be in the old school yard behind the building and the other 
will be on Penton Rise, where the school-keeper’s house is currently located.  
The house will be demolished to make way for the new block. 
 
This is the culmination of a campaign which SOAS launched in May 2001 
with an application to build a 9 storey building on Penton Rise and a five 
storey rear extension which completely overshadowed the Peel Centre 
verandah.  The design of both blocks was completely out of keeping with the 
existing school building.  At that time the LBI Planning Department indicated 
that the application was not likely to be approved and SOAS withdrew.   
Further applications followed - March 2002, February 2005 and August 2005. 
Each time, the size of the buildings was reduced, following objections from 
the Amwell Society, the Peel Centre and Percy Circus Residents' Association.  
However, the application in August 2005 was recommended for approval by 
the case officer in the Planning Department, despite the fact that the rear 
extension continued to dominate the verandah of the Peel Centre - currently 
the only open space that the Centre has to offer to its users.  After a long and 
well-supported campaign by the local community, the Planning Committee 
overruled the case officer and the application was again refused.    
 
Before re-submitting its application a further time, SOAS asked to meet 
representatives of the community to get their views on the new designs.  The 
plans represented a significant improvement and SOAS also made changes 
after listening to our views and opinions.  In particular, SOAS agreed to 
demolish a derelict storage shed to the left of the drive as you approach the 
Peel Centre and turn it into a garden, providing some very valuable outside 
space to the Peel users.  The credit for this idea of creating a garden belongs 
to Edward Halshaw, Percy Circus resident and member of the Society's 
Committee.  
 
The new scheme was once again recommended for approval by the case 
officer and on April 23rd the Planning Committee agreed and granted consent. 
However, George Allen, our Councillor and chair of the Committee said that 
the scheme "only just" satisfied the planning criteria and that he approved it 
"without any enthusiasm".   
 
Nevertheless, the scheme is certainly better than the original one from 2001.  
We have gone from accommodation for 153 students to accommodation for 
103, a rear extension which is much more sympathetic to the building and 
doesn't overshadow the Peel with much slimmer building on Penton Rise 
which does not obscure as much of the facade as the previous schemes.  In 
addition, the new garden will be a welcome additional facility for the Peel 
Centre users and Vernon Square itself will have £100,000 spent on 
improvements. [See the 1955 photograph of Vernon Square on page 3]  
  
All in all, this was a long campaign but a fight worth making which has 
produced some very positive results. 
 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - : : 
 

Welcome to new members: 
·  Rob and Val Holmes of Wharton Street 
·  Timorous Beasties, Interior designers at 46 Amwell Street 
·  Steven Gregory  
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he Society pays an annual  
subscription to a small number 
of organisations to support 

worthwhile initiatives and keep us 
informed.  The organisations are: 
 

·  Friends of the Angel Canal Boat 
·  London Forum 
·  The Civic Trust 
 
We also have a newsletter exchange 
arrangement with the Islington 
Archaeological and Historical 
Society. 
 

:: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: - :: 
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ac Best designed the Society’s 
new website earlier at the end 
of last year.  The address is 

www.amwellsociety.co.uk  Have a 
look.   Zac also provides local Apple 
Mac help and advice.  Ask him for: 
 
• Upgrading software 
• Backing up data 
• Internet help 
• Basic skills - Mac & PC 
• General problems 
 
Reasonable rates and no call-out 
charges. 07843 225358 or 
e-mail zac@zacbest.co.uk N.B. Zac’s 
specialism is with Apple Macs but his 
skills include work on PCs too. 
 

:: - :: - ::- :: - :: - :: - :: 
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opies of A Village in London – 
the Society’s guide to our area 
–  are available for £4.00.  

They can be had from Amwell Books 
in Amwell Street and also from 
Housman’s Bookshop at the King’s 
Cross end of the Caledonian Road.  
Maybe buy some spare copies for 
visitors who would like to explore our 
area or keep a souvenir?  Recommend 
it to a neighbour? 
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e were circulated correspondence concerning young people and 
scooter nuisance.  Details have been obscured but it may be useful 
to encourage members to report incidents knowing that action is 

taken by the Community Police.   
 
An e-mail from Emma near Wilmington Square to Sergeant Joe Kennils, 
Clerkenwell Ward.  4:50pm, 27th March 2007.  “Two scooters: plate 
numbers: LXXX XXL and KXXX XXJ.  Riders - two teenage-looking lads 
doing wheelies up and down the street. A woman with two kids yelled at them.  
One said "It's the street after all." This is reckless and dangerous behavior, 
even on a street. And then they illegally rode through the pavement/bicycle 
lane in front of Wilmington Square.” 
 
An e-mail from Sergeant Kennils to Emma.  “Sorry for the lateness of the 
reply.  We have identified the owners of both mopeds who have been served 
with notices under s.59 Police Reform Act 2002, which gives police the power 
to seize the vehicles if they are seen doing ANYTHING which may be 
considered dangerous or anti-social in the future.  Thanks for bringing this to 
our attention”.   
 
An e-mail sent to an Amwell Society committee member.  13th April 2007 
20.44.  “Just had a thought that I'd pass this info along to you. Maybe you 
could forward to others.  These were repeat offenders that others had 
complained about a few times, and if we complain about them again, they'll 
lose their bikes. We've been fairly diligent about noting details and reporting 
annoying/dangerous goings-on in the Square, especially the night-time 
shenanigans. Joe's response is heartening - at least some of the time we can 
improve the situation”. 
 
An e-mail sent to Sergeant Kennils on 23rd April at 20.36.  “Further to the 
action taken. The last couple of days including Saturday and Sunday the area 
around Lloyd Baker Street, Wilmington Square and Margery St has been 
subjected to further moped races including the classic behaviour of wheelies, 
riding three to five abreast and using the public footpath between Lloyd 
Baker Street and Margery Street as part of a race track. The mopeds have 
also been doing circuits inside the Margery Street Estate. In the past couple 
of hours I have observed two of them repeating this behaviour and wonder if 
others have also noted or reported it.  I am 90% certain of these details: 
although others may have corrections to the registration nos.  One black 
moped - teenage boy with black helmet - reg. LXXX XXK and a distinctive red 
one with similar aged rider and yellow rimmed wheels no. LXXX XX2.   
 
Can others report dangerous and antisocial behaviour involving these bikes? 
I hope we can all combine to stop this before the summer really is upon us.” 
 
The procedure for observation and passing information to Sergeant Kennils is 
straightforward.  You can do it in the knowledge that if reported and logged 
the lads can have their bikes impounded.  It is therefore worth considering: 
 

·  Logging the description of the bike, rider and registration plate if 
possible. 

·  Send a brief account of behaviour, place and time and date by e-mail to 
the police at Clerkenwell.Bunhill.SNT@met.police.uk 

·  If possible [and safe] take a picture which may also help in identifying 
culprits. 

·  As your neighbours to keep a look-out. 
·  Telephone 0207 421 0218 - Clerkenwell Ward 
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oted for its surreal and 
provocative textiles and 
wallpapers, the design studio, 

Timorous Beasties, was founded in 
Glasgow in 1990 by Alistair McAuley 
and Paul Simmons, who had met while 
studying textile design at Glasgow 
School of Art. 

By depicting highly contemporary 
images on traditional textiles and 
wallpapers, Timorous Beasties has 
defined an iconoclastic style of design 
once described as “William Morris on 
acid.” Typical is the Glasgow Toile. At 
first glance it looks like one of the 
magnificent vistas portrayed on early 
1800s Toile de Jouy wallpaper, but 
closer inspection reveals a nightmarish 
vision of contemporary Glasgow where 
crack addicts, prostitutes and the 
homeless are depicted against a 
forbidding backdrop of dilapidated 
tower blocks and scavenging seagulls.  

After beginning by designing fabrics 
and wallpapers for production by other 
companies, Timorous Beasties then 
started to manufacture its designs and 
recently opened a shop on the Great 
Western Road in Glasgow. McAuley 
and Simmons also execute special 
commissions, such as fabrics for Philip 
Treacy’s hats and for the interiors of 
the Arches Theatre in Glasgow and 50 
Piccadilly, a London casino. 

As their working practise as designer-
makers has progressed, Timorous 
Beasties has become increasingly 
experimental in its approach to both 
hand-printing and machine production. 
These changes are reflected in the 
evolving aesthetic: from early wayward 
interpretations of naturalistic images of 
insects, plants and fish; to a searingly 
contemporary graphic style which, as 
Glasgow Toile illustrates, explores 
social and political issues. The name 
Timorous Beasties comes from the 
Robert Burn's poem. "To a Mouse" 
(pronounced - Moose) 

Timorous Beasties’ London shop is at 
46 Amwell Street. 
www.timorousbeasties.com 
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