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35" Annual General Meeting & talk
The Survey of London in Clerkenwell : a preview

in the hall ofSS Peter and Paul Catholic Church The hall is

reached through the archway at the Rosebery Avendef Amwell
Street. The doors will open at 7.30 pm and the business ntewgy will
commence at 8 pm followed immediately by a talk biPeter Guilleray.
Wine and soft drinks will be available after theetieg.

This year’s annual general meeting will take placdoesday f' May

Peter Guillerary is one of the team writers an@aeshers athe survey of
Londonand he will be giving us a preview of the voluméeoproduced
next year on North Clerkenwell. There will be exdiwe sections on the
New River Company and the Lloyd Baker Estate.

The Survey of London is part of English
Heritage's Research Department and
carries out detailed architectural and
topographical studies of Londohhe
Survey is the closest thing to an 'official’
history of London, and provides a wealth
of information about its most famous and
characteristic districts and buildings as
well as an insight to its residents. Forty-
five volumes have been published to dat
and the two Clerkenwell volumes coverin
the old parish of St James will come out in
2008. We are fortunate to have the charjce || || | —
to hear Peter give us a preview of the wofk :
in our neighbourhood.

Part of Helen Jones' illustration
of 18-21 Myddelton Square

Each volume examines a particular area, discussinigpographical and
architectural history and giving a descriptiontsfbuildings (including

many which have been demolished), explaining hay ttame into being
and outlining their significance and historical@sations. The text, based to
a very large degree on original research, is st with contemporary and
archive photographs, accompanied by area or est@bs, and plans,
sections and elevational drawings of selected mgkl Many of the
drawings are prepared by the staff as for exan@eltawing of 18-21
Myddelton Square shown here which was drawn bymétmes. Helen also
visited the homes of several of our members togmefioor plans to
illustrated the volume.

For father information about the Survey see wwwlighg
heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.1636

its architectural heritage and to encourage a sens# community. The
Society serves Pentonville Road, Penton Rise, KisgCross Road,
Farringdon Road Rosebery Avenue and
St. John Street and all the streets within the area
The Society is open to all residents.
For information about becoming a member,
telephone 020 7837 3444.

Chairman — Elizabeth Thornton
Secretary — Gerard Sproston
Treasurer - Jane Wainwright

Newsletter editor — David Sulkin

April 2007

Open House Weekend
for London

ondon Open House
L weekend will be on 15

and 16' September this
year. This hugely popular event
is open to everyone who wants to
‘peep behind the curtain’ of
buildings we know and love and
yet often do not have access too.
The Bank of England is a good
example and so too is the Foreign
Office. In many cases admission
is free so it only takes some
energy and a plan to make a very
worthwhile two days of visiting.
A plan is necessary because once
the Open House brochure is
published you'll find so many
places you'd like to see.

Open House has a website too so
it's worth keeping an eye on that.
www.londonopenhouse.com

Welcome to new
members

As a result of our recent wider
than usual circulation of the
newsletter, we welcome the
following new members to the
Society:

Felicity Cloake and lan
Hopkinson Myddelton Square
Nick Cavanagh and Claire
L’Enfant, Great Percy Street
Dr Barbara Ann Cole, Percy
Circus

Dr Frances Slater and Gloria
Jennings, Myddelton Passage
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Congestion Charges and Parking Regulations.
The answer? Car Clubs!

around the Amwell Street area at least three compate offering a
new and innovative car hire service. These diecc&Car Clubs”
and their new cars sit in special parking bays mafiCar Clubs Only”.

Peter Darrah writes “You might be interested towkrthat in and

The great thing about this scheme is that oncewoined the “club” you
can use the cars whenever you like for as littleadfan hour or for as long
as you want. You simply have to reserve a timeaiache company’s
website for the particular location you want tokpike car up from — which
is as simple as clicking as mouse and takes oniyemts.

Once you have reserved your slot you go to theurdock the door with
your “smart card” (like an Oyster card). Put in y®UN number and you can
drive away. When you have finished your businessrn the car to its
reserved packing space, leave it and lock it. Nane calls, no queuing, no
forms to fill in, no “must be full of petrol” no @ellines.

Charges vary from company to company so you neetidose what suits.
Some include petrol, some include the congesti@angehbut typically
charges vary from £3- £5 per hour all-in with cheragbeals for weekend or
longer hires. Bills arrive at the end of the month.

Joining the “Club” of your choice is simple. Cocttthem by phone or e-
mail. They then arrange a one off conferencewisiii the DVLA to

establish your driving license details and endoesgmecord. Some
companies charge a joining fee, all or part of Whitay be refundable.

They then send you a “Smart Card” and a PIN nurabgfou can access any
of their cars.

Locations where car club cars are parked are idlggiStreet, Cubitt Street,
Gray’s Inn Road, Malet Street, Brunswick Square]@in’s Street and many
other further a field throughout London and the ofshe country.”

Check out the following websites if you are intéees

www.whizzgo.co.uk
www.mystreetcar.co.uk
www.citycarclub.co.uk

Any Amwell Society members who have experiencesdbmging to a car
club and would like to recommend them or give aieywg can write to the
editor with views and opinions. david@davidsulkmuk

A Village in London. Buy one for a friend.

We hope that you liked the new edition olVAlage in Londorthat was
circulated free-of-charge to all members with th&t hewsletter. Its smart
presentation, with a front cover illustration bydeElrington, sets it apart
from many plain amenity group publications. If igblike to buy a copy for
a friend they are £4.00 each and are available Korg's the Chemist,
Amwell Street.

New book about
St. Pancras Station

imon Bradley’s excellent

new book about St. Pancras

Station is essential reading
for anyone wanting to be up to
speed with the history of the great
cathedral of the railway age as we
move towards its renaissance and
the opening of the Channel
Tunnel Rail Link in November
2007. The book is available from
Housman’s Bookshop in
Caledonian Road at a cost of
£14.99

Christian Wolmar, the railway
commentator said about this book
“St. Pancras is a masterpiece and
so is this book. It manages to
convey not only the unique
splendour of that folly of a station
but also provides an informative
and entertaining account of its
origins, its history and its revival.
This enjoyable book could not be
more timely as St. Pancras is
about to reclaim its former glory

— or rather to improve on it”.

Only £14.99 from
Housman'’s Bookshop,
Caledonian Road.



The Amwell Society - Campaigning on behalf of thedlity for 35 years

“Meet me at Bagnigge Wells.” “Where’s that?”

Many residents will have seen the vacant sitelthatbeen created by the removal and demolitioheoTexaco petrol
station in King’s Cross Road opposite the entrand&’harton Street. Few will know that this was #ite of the
Bagnigge Wells Pleasure Garden which became populat60 when two mineral springs were discoverBd. Bevis
describes them as being about a quarter of a noite Battle Bridge Turnpike [close to what is nownlis Cross
Station] and near to a footpath that led from Sanmpton Row and Russell Square to Pentonville. Aot
commentator mentions that at one of the fountaueslla black woman called Woolaston. She soldiaters and that
spring became known as Black Mary’s Hole. Nearlg & ‘low public house called The Fox at Bay antestout

1730, of footpads and highwaymen”.

An adjacent house was once owned by Nell Gwynreectlurtesan of Charles Il. To the left of the entrvacant site
are a series of buildings which are now called Rho¥ard. This was a brewery on the banks of tleefRiver.
Observe the walls at the rear of the petrol statitmand you’'ll see that they undulate. They mhgkbanks of the
ancient river later known at the ‘Stinking Ditchiel to the sewage and pollution that it sufferetthaistart of the 19

Century.

In the Shrubs of Parnassusy W. Woty published in
1760, there are some lines entitiagnigge Wells

........ "And still'd the place

Black Mary’s Hole — there stands a dome superb,
Hight Bagnigge; from where our forefathers bid,
Longs have two springs in dull stagnation slept;
But taught at length by subtle art to flow,

They rise, forth from oblivion’s bed they rise,

And manifest their virtues to mankind.”

Miss Edgeworth in one of her tales alludes thisplas
one of vulgar resort:

“The City to Bagnigge Wells repair,
To swallow dust and call it air.”

The prologue to ColemanBon Ton[1775] notices
Bagnigge Wells as a place of low fashion.

“Ah, | loves life and all the joy it yields,

Says Madam Fupock, was from Spitalefields,
Bon Ton’s the place ‘twixt Saturday and Monday,
And riding in a one-horse chair on Sunday,

‘Tis drinking tea on summer’s afternoons

At Bagnigge Wells with china and gilt spoons.”

In the Daily Advertisement of July 1775 we find the
following:

“The Royal Bagnigge Wells between the Foundlingpitab
and Islington — Mr. Davis, the proprietor takesstmethod to
inform the publick, that both the chalybeate ancgng
waters are in the greatest perfection ever knowa maybe
drunk at 3d each person or delivered at the pungryrat 8d
a gallon”

In 1772 a curious aquatint print of Bagnigge Wellsm a painting by Saunders was published by JRSnit
represents the interior of the long room fillediwét gay and numerous company, attired in the fastfiche period.
Some are promenading others are seated at taltekipg of tea. The room is lighted by brazen sesnof wax lights
hanging from the ceiling and the organ is visililéha distant end. The artist has, after the maahklogarth, well
depicted the humours of the motley company whajaizzing one another and being ogled in turn. piteeninent
feature of the sketch is a richly bedizened womathe arm of a gallant who is receiving a politeiafrom an officer
by whom she is recognised at which her companiemsédo be somewhat chagrined.

In 1813, Bagnigge Wells boasted “...a central templgrotto stuck with sea-shells and broken gldssyas &c.”

This illustration shows Bagnigge House in 1780isTand the notes
above were taken fro@ld and New London: A narrative of its
history, its people and its placbg Walter Thornbury published by

Cassell, Petter and Galpin.
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Audited accounts for consideration at the AGM

Balance sheet

Accumulated fund 2004 2005 2006

Balance 1st January £ 3,177.64 4,050.74 3,429.78
Surplus/Deficit £873.10 -£620.96 -£730.27
Balance 31st December £4,050.74 £3,429.78 £2,699.51
Current assets 2004 2005 2006

Current account £202.8P £3,411.71 £2,723.11
Deposit account £3,863.50

Cash in hand -£15.58 £18.07 -£23.60

Total £4,050.74 £3,429.78 £2,699.51
Stock of post cards valued

at £9.00 £6.60 £1.00

Income and expenditure for the year

2004 2005 2006

Income
Members' subscriptions £528.00 £657.00 £507.00
Donations received 3281 £367.00 £61.50
Bank interest £42.92 £62.89 £3.41
Social Functions £ £91.90
Filming £1,000.00 £1,200.00
St Helena Garden projec £2,083.16
Misc. £100.00 £32.00
Total income £1,702.93 £1,210.79 £ 3,965.07
Expenditure
Social functions £24.33 £74.38 £50.65
AGM £33.00 £73.99 £41.91
Subscriptions to other
societies £185.0 £170.00 £195.00
Photocopying £185.64 £124.80 £190.32
Stationery & postage £78.96 £70.42 £93.73
Donations £100.0( £250.00
St Helena Garden projec £203.00 £442.16 £4,123.73
Website £94.00
Misc. £20.00 £532.00

Total expenditure £829.58 £1,831.75 £4,695.34
Surplus/deficit £873.40 -£620.96 -£730.27

| have examined the accounts of the Society artdyctrem to be in accordance herewith.
Mary Berg Date

Three year subscriptions collected in

2004 £457
2005 £578
2006 £435

Hon. Treasurer's comments: For the second yearaw the Society has had a deficit and we areifiate that the reserves have covered this. The
deficit in 2006 was primarily due to the cost gba&ing the railings in St. Helena Side Garden Whi@s much higher than anticipated when we
started the project due to their poor state. €kellof the subscription for local residents hasaimed the same since 1994 but has been increased
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for members who receive their Newsletter by pastless new projects are undertaken, there shoutw eed to increase the subscriptions in the
coming year.



